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Together with a Paper written by. way of Anſwer 
thereunto. Whereby, in part, may be ſeen the Difference be- 
tween the Conforming and DifcentingParties. Recomended to the 
Monthly Meeting s,deſireing they will impartially conſider the ſaine. 


Publiſhed by C. B. 


At the Quertert Meeting held at York, the 18th. and 19th, days of the Fourth 
e Month, 1604. 


Riends being met together in the ſeice of the preſence of Almighty 
God; and under the confideration and weight of Truth, and the Af- 
fairs thereof; amongſt other things, the State of the Particular 

Fo Meeting of 'the City of York, was by the Agrecment of the Monthly 

Meeting, here preſented to the Care and Sence of Friends touching the ſame z 

ſhewing, That divers Perſons of the ſaid Meeting after much diforderly work 

occaſioned by them, to the great diſturbance of the Meeting, and the grief 
of the faithful to God, as unto this Meeting ic was plainly made to appear, had 
for divers Months laſt paſt withdrawn themſelves from the Publick Meetings of 
the City, held for many years in the Publick Meeting Houſe: And that through 
the per{wafion or influence of ſome more particularly concerned touching that 
matter.a ſeparateMeeting was {ct up amongſt them at ſome of their ownprivate 

Houſes, which was become not only a diſparagement to Truth, being common- 

ly known and ſpoken of in the City amongſt divers forts of People, and the 

hands of the publick Enemies to Truth ſtrengthened thereby ; ba alſo had 

tended to the hurt of ſome of the weak ſort of Friends, and had occaſioned a 

Breach of that Chriſtian Society in the Truth and the Fellowſhip of Brethren 

which formerly had been enjoyed amonglt them. This Meeting had alſoan 

account given them. of the. great care aud endeayours that by divers of. the 

City Friends ( and ſometimes at or by the Orders of the two Weeks Meeting) 

and by.many other | pr had been uſed concerning them touching divers 

things ated amongſt them,which had occaſioned the aforeſaid trouble in their 
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Meetings, before it came to a Separation, or ſeparate Meeting, which proving 
ineffectual with reſpect to what was deſired and ſought for ; the matter wasby 
agreement of the City Friends laid before the Monthly Meeting, the 12th. of 
the 34. Month, 168.4, together was" the exerciſc and endeayonrs: that had 


been 
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been uſed concerning them. Whereupon the ſaid Monthly Meeting by the 
agreement thereof, cauſed a Paper of Caution and tender Advice to be ſenr 
them,ſubſcribed.-by.the Order of the Meeting, ſhewing a total-tiſlike of the 
id Separation and ſeparate Meeting, and of the divers diforderly attempts 
uſed amongſt them relating thereuato; which ſaid Paper and the*Anſwer, to 
it hath been red in this Mecting, by which Anſwer, ſubſcribed Fo. Cox, El. 
Nightingale. Tho. Denniſon, nd Sole Wimnard, as alſo by the continuance of 
the aforeſaid Separation and ſzparate Meeting, ic plainly appeared to Friends 
of this Meeting, that all-the aforeſaid endeayonrs and orderly praceedings that 
had been uſed by theMonthlyMeeting,alſo concerning them that had been alto: 
gether {lighted by them, & ſo became ineffeCtual alſo. All which ſaid paſſages & 
tranfaCtings of matters on both hands concerning them,being by the agreement 
& order of the aforeſaid Monthly Meeting, this day brought before Friends of 
this Meeting, after a tender and deliberate weighing thereof, there appeared 
in the Meeting an utter diſlike of the aforeſaid Separation & ſeparate Meeting 
and of all the work of ſtrife that had been occaſioned by them, principally con- 
cerned in bringing things to that height of diſunity and reproach, occafioned 
thereby, and diſſatisfaction and diſunity therewith was greatly manifeſted in 
the Meeting, as alſo with a Paper given forth by the aforementioned perſons, 
12 vindication thereof, and that all the aforeſaid care and endeavours that 
had bzen uſed, was ſo {lighted by them, was the grief and ſorrow of many, 
as. in much tenderneſs of ſpirit and brokenneſs did manifeſtly appear ; And 
undcr which in the love of God it was propoſed and agreed upon by the Meet- 
ing, that ſome Friends (ſeveral whereof under a tender exerciſe offered them- 
ſelves ) ſhould goto the aforeſaid Fohn Cox, E. Nightingale, F. Denniſon, and 
Fo. Winnard, the principal occaſioners of the aforeſaid diforderly work,6 give 
them the knowledge of Friends ſence of the late works brought forth amongſt 
them, and to deſire them in the Love of God, under a ſence of their weak- 
neſs therein, to break up their ſaid ſeparate Meeting, and to Judge the ſame, 
and to call in their Papers they had given forth in vindication thereof, and to 
let the Truth of God come over again, andthe antient Fellowſhip cloſe with 
in the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus; that Friends hearts might be comforted there- 
with, and no farther occaſion adminiſtred to them to proceed according to 
Goſpel Order againſt them, and the aforeſaid Friends appointed to ſpeak 
to them, being willing of a ready mind to anſwer the Meetings deſire, 
* and their own motion in Brotherly endeavours concerning them,gave up them- 
ſelves thereun o, and afcer a while returned to the Meeting again, ſignifying 
the care they had taken to get Fo.Cox, Ed. Neghtingale, Tho. Denniſon, Fo. 
Iiznard together, but could not prevail with them todo it,. ſo that the matter 
was opened particularly unto them, ſhewing Friends ſence touching them, as 
alſo Friends deſire that they would break np the aforeſaid Meeting, that they 
might in the antieat Love through Gods power be reconciled again. 

The ſubſtance of whoſe Anſwer particularly as it was given in to the Meeting 


doth amount to this : That no notice was taken by them of any Reproof, 
Caution 
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(3) 
Caution or Advice touching the matter of their S:paration or ſeparate Mcet- 
ing as to the Judging thereof, but they rcje&ted the Sence and Teſtimony of 
Friends touching them ; Fohu Cox reflecting upon the Quarterly Meeting, 
and charging Friends to be gon into the Apoſtacy and the like,neither did they 
1n the lealt manifeſt any trouble upon them. for what. they . had done, or any 
dis-farisfaction therein, or demonſtrate any-inclination or purpoſe in them to 
break off the aforeſaid ſeparate Meeting, or ſhew any diſlike thereof. Where- 
fore Friends being again met together in the Fear of God and in his Power, 
having upon them the weight of the aforeſaid matter, and work of ſtrife ated 
by them, and the evil tendency thereof, and under the ſence of the many en: 

deavours in long ſuffering and great patience -uſed towards them, for their re- 

turning again into the antient Power and Fellowſhip of the Brethren, in the 
ſpirit of Tcuth, altogether lighted by them, as manifeſtly appears. In a Te- 
ſtimony for .the antient, unchangable Truth, and Unity therin amongſt Bre- 
thren, and for the glory ofthe Life and Dominion thereof over the works of 

a diſcenting deviding Spirit, & the attempts thereof to ſtrife in the Church & 

Family of God do Declare & Teſtify againſt the aforementioned work of ſtrife 
and ſeparationthat the afareſaid F.C.E.N,T.D.& F.W. principally have occa- 
ſion'd, & are gone into (with thoſe that adhere to them) & with the Separate 

Meeting ſetup, as alſo againſt the Paper with their Names ſubſcribed to it, 

given forth as an Apology on behalf orin yindication thereof, and againſt the 

Spirit which inthe ſaid Paper hath refle&ted upon and implicitely charged with 

ſniting Queries the- Church of God in general tearms ( without proving any 

thing ) on the account of its Care, Order and Diſcipline,uſed therein, in Gods 

Power; as alſo onthe occafion of the wholſome Directions and Rules com- 

mended to the Conſcietice, uſed and practiſed amongſt Gods People : And we 

do Judge and Condemn the fame in the Name. of God and with his Spirit he 
hath made uspartakers of to his praiſe, and we declare diſunion with thoſe 
who have been the Promoters of the work thereof, and with ſuch as do appear 
to vindicate the fame, and we alſo teſtify againſt ſuch as ſhall preſume to offer 
their Gifts whilſt they appear to abet, ſtrengthen or encourage the aforeſaid 

Separation, or ſeparate Meetings, by aſſociating with them in their Meetings, 

in the difunion ſer up, all which being out of the Unity and Fellowſhip of the 

Spiric of Chriſt ia thediſreconciliation always teſtifyed againſt, by his Spirit, 

and tie offering of gifcs in ſuch caſe prohibited, according to Scripture record 

and praCice of the Churci of Chriſt, praiſed every where at this day ; and 
its the advice alſo of thi; Meeting in the Love of God, that all who have be- 
lievedin the Light of Chrilt Jeſus, and have. been naps partakers of the good 

Word of God, wherein our peace with God, and'gur Fellowſhip ſtands, and 

who have'felt the virtue and ſweetneſs.thereof, may have a care of this ſpirits 

work and touch not with it leaſt you be defiled therewith ; but let all keep to 
that by which you were firſt gathered to God, that ygu may have favour in your 
ſclves, and know the Lambs voice, and footſteps of the Flock of God, that 


your habitation may be in the antient Power, wherein your bread will be ſure 
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and your waters never tail, to be nouriſhed thereby up to eternal Lif:, that we 
may become one anothers comfort and help ma our way that leads thither, thar 


(4) 


thereby we may be faſtened and knit together through Gods Salvation in the 
behalf of the uniting Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord againſt every contrary ap- 


pearance. 


And we deſire alFto be tender over the weak in God?s Love, who 


have hurt themfelves in gotng from their own-ſence, too much to depend upoy. 
or to look at others, or through prejudice or evil thoughts have turned aſide 
and therein have abetted the wrong ſpirit, and work thereof, that you may be 
in Gods hand a favour on Mount Sre7, and be Crowned with the glory that 
hath no end. And in all ſincerity and bowedneſs of ſonl and ſpirit we defire that 
the aforementioned perſons,and principally concerned in the aforeſaid ſtrif and 
ſeparation and feparateMecting therein; and all others who have any way encou- 
Taged and ſtrengchened the ſame,would tenderly weigh and conſider what they 
have done, and from whence they are fallen, and what irrecoverable danger they 
have run themſelves into,and that they would yet return to their firſt Love,and 
do their firſt Works, and be reſtor?d againinto the ancient Life and Fellowſhip 
therein where the Lord is known to be one and his People one, Bleſſed for ever. 
Subſcribed at the Quarterly Meeting this 19th. of the Fourth Month. 1684, by 
us whoſe Namesare hereunder written. 


Forn Leak 

Fohn T ayloy 
Thomas Waite 
Rovert Lodge 
{ſaac Lindley 

Fobu Blakeling. 
Samuel Thorton 
Henry Bayle 
they Fackſon 
Fohn Moore, Junior 
Chriſtopher Edwards 
Henry Roebuck. 
Cornelius Empſon. 
Thomas Smithſon 
William Heſlam 
William Maſterman. 
« . Abraham Hods ſon 
' Richard Smith 
Richard Parrot 
Edmond. Harryſon 
Eiward Dickinſon 
Fonas Preſton 
Timothy Hoyle 
Robert Lamplough 
Fohn Deighton 
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Chriftopher Knapton 
Gyles AMoore 
George Canby 
Charles Cannoby 
John Todd 


' | Samnel Watſon 


George Myer 
Foſhua Dawſon 
William  Ridſhaw 
Miles Odey, Senior 


John Stansfeild 
Fr, Thomſon 
Feremy Grimſhaw 
Chriſtopher Stockton 
George Fallowfeild 
Tofeph Maſon 
William- White 
Thomas Hamond- 
William Fletcher- 
Facob Simpſon 
Fohn. Faythan 

- Thomas White: 
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| George Thompſon- 
William Wayneman 
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Richard Butterfield 
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Fohn Hall: © 
John Robinſon 
Thomas Goodaire: 
Lame Fohnſon 

vhn Bradford 
Fohn Bond 


Wilkam Winder 


George Box ; 
Thomas Pinaer 
Ghriſtopher Duckworth. 
Fohn Loe 

Thomas Calvert 


Thomas Wildeman 


Samuel Box 

Fohn Loft 

Thomas Appleton 
Yohn Parker 
Leonard Winder 
Peter Cooper 
Sebaſtian Ellyrhorpe 
Francis Stcry 
Phillip Scarfe 

Fohn IWoad 


John Clarke- 
| The. Roberts. 
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The Anſwer. Tx] 


Hat Sentence paſſed the 28:h, and 19th. of the 4th. Month, 1684. at Fork , 

upon. F.C. E.N.--T, D. FJ. and bers, by Fi $1, 1.1 
R.L. 7.1. F.B. S.T. H.B. H.Y. &c. Conſidered by way of Expoſtue 
lation with fuch as paſſed it, and by way of appeal to all conſcientious Friends 
and Brethren, being one offer or motion more for Reconciliation and Peace, 
by endeavouring that the cauſe of our troubles may be underſtood in order 
to their taking away, &c. You ſay, Being met together in- the ſence 
of the Preſence of Almighty God, and under the conſideration of the 
weight of Truth, and the affairs thereof, the ſtate of the particular Meeting 
of York, was preſented to your care and ſenſe. 24ly. That you had an account 
given of the great care and endeavour uſed by ſome. City Friends and others, 
as alſo by order of the two Week Meeting in the like caſe, but you ſay all 
thoſe Endeavouas and orderly Proceedings were incftcCtual,. as appeared b 
their continuing, their Separate Meeting, &c. 3dly. You ſay, All tho 
Tranſations- on -beth hands by order of the Adonthly AMeering, being, 
this. day, brought hefore you, after a. tender Examination , and delibe- 
rate weighing thereof, there appeared in the Meeting an; utter diſlike o$ 
the Separate Meeting and Separation , and > CO +4 of all thoſe 
principally concerned in bringing things to this height of Diſ-untity. 
4thly. You ſay, That all the aforeſaid Care-and Endeayours ſhould be 16 
lighted, was the grief of many, as in much brokenneſs of Spirit did manifeſt 
ly appear, under which ſenſe in the Love of God, it was propoſed and agreed 
in the Meeting, that ſome ſhould go to them, and deſire them in the Love 05 
God to-break up the ſaid Separate Meeting, that. ſo there might be.no. fur- 
ther occaſion adminiſtred to.proceed according to Goſpel Order with them ; 
which was doue ; but there appearing, no inclination nor purpoſe to break, 
up the Separate Meeting, nor any diſlike thereof, you proceed. 

Thoſe arethe grounds that you lay down to prove your Proceedings Goſ- 
pel Order, ter which divers things. might be alledged, at this time ſhall 
only obſerve three. F:rjt, the Judgment following was paſſed at the ſame. 
Meeting it was firſt brought before you, it therefore appearerh haſte; for if 
they had bcen Heretzcks, of which. the leaſt. cannot be proved, it had beer, 
time enough to have rejected them. after the firſt and ſecond admonition. 
2dly.. Many of the faid Mecting diſſented from paſſing that Judgment, at leaſt 
at that time, by&vhich it ſeems arbitrary,,or wiltul; for its where the Church 
agrees, and not where it doth not agree; that her acts. can be ſuppoſed accord-. 
ing to Goſpel Order in any reſpeft. 3aly. and laſtly, A Difference cannot. 
be without-an Oppoſite, and feeing it is plain, that. they. principally concerned 
an the other ſide, who by their Oppoſition, as above maintain-d,and kept on» 
foot this Difference till it came to this height of Diſ-Unity, are firſt and emj- 
ren: in bringing about this Judgment, they are therefore in the nature of 
Witneſſes for themſclves, and Judges intheir own Cauſes ; which (it Goſpel 
Order) was never. looked upon by Judicious and Impartial Men as valled. 
Evidence or afair Procedure... Therefore in order to a found Judgment, - 
PE Ss - © thoſe: 


(6) 
thoſe Caſes, (a Pearl of great Price in theſe perillous times) antiquity, number 
and ſpecious pretencesare to be ſer afide, not-only becauſe of the foregoing 
Objections, but alſo becauſe ſuch aCts as theſe ſeldom want the Plea of Anti- 
quity and Number, but never ſpecious Pretences ; therefore as effects beſt de- 
-monſtrate the nature of thcſe Cauſes from whence they come, ſogdoth the a& 
brought forth beſt diſcover and manifeſt the nature, frame,and quality of their 
Mind and Spirit concerned ; for if the Proceedure be Goſpel Order, whart is 
brought forth is the effe&t ofthe Goſpel, and ſeeing the Goſpel is the power 
of God, what is brought or derived from it, muſt be conſonant thereto, then 
adequate to' Reaſon, and conſiſtant with- Truth and Righteouſneſs, elſe 
it cannot be the Goſpel Order, except the Goſpel Order can be without the 
Goſpel Verity, which we conceive not. 

Now to find out the truth in theſe Tranſactions, we muſt ſeriouſly conſider 
alſo the natures of thoſe FaCts on which the Judgment 1s placed, together with 
their Cauſes and Circumſtances occurring;the FaCts are expreſſed in the Judg- 

ment following; which thus proceeds, ©In a teſtimony for the antient and 
© unchangeable Truth and Unity amongſt Brethren therein, and for the glory 
© of the Life atd Dominion thereof, over the Works of a diſſenting, dividing 
< Spirit, and the attempts thereof to ſtrife, we declare againſt the aforemen- 
< tjoned works of Strife and Separation, that the aforeſaid F.C. and others 
©haveoccaſioned;' and gone into, and with thoſe that adhere to them, and 
© with the Separate Mecting Tet up, and againſt that Paper given forth by 
© way of an Apology, &c. and againft that Spirit which,in the ſaid Paper re- 
© flefts and implicitly charges the Church of God with ſmiting Queries in ge- 
© neral terms.” without proving any thing on the account of its own Ordet and 
© Difcipline nſed therein in Gods Power y as alfo on the account of the whole- 
© ſome DireQtions and Rules commended-to the-Conſcience uſed & praiſed 
©2mongſt God's People. All which you Judge, you fay,in the Name of God, 
and with his Spirit which he hath made you partakers of to his Praiſe. Again, 
< We declare Diſ-union with ſuch as have been the Promoters thereof, and 
« with ſach as appear to vindicate the ſame, and with ſuch as preſume to offer 
© their Gifts while they appear to abet, or ſtrengthen the*Separate Meeting, 
© &c. All which being out of the Unity of the Spirit of Chriſt ( as you fay ) 
in the Dif-Reconciliation always teſtifyed againſt, and the offering of Gifts 
in ſuch Caſes prohibited accordiug to the Scripture, RecordX#c. Now this 
is your Judgment, which we muſt confeſs is delivered after a promiſcuous and 
indijeſted manner, which conſidering the Qualifications alledged, and the 
'many Heads concerned,might have bcen expected to have been divulged in a 
better Method ; but to take it as it is, we grant many Particulars are ſpoken 
of, yet may be reduced to a few, we ſhall conſider the moſt maicrial, for if 
wrong in any, you are wrong in all. Fir, You charge them and others with 
being of a dillenting and dividing Spirit, promoting ſtrife and trouble without 
particularizing what they diſſent from, or thoſe Facts from whence ſtrife ari- 
ſeth,; ſothart thoſe charged, if innocent, are not in a capacity to defend 
ep Luem- 
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themſelves, becauſe they, nor no Body elſe know where you will fix,” neither 
are thoſe unconcerned, that read, capable ro diſcover whether the Judgment 
paſſed on this account be adiquate with the Principles of Fruth and Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſor though ſtrife ſimply conſidered be evi], yet every ſtriving or con- 
tending is not evil, ſeeing the Apoſtle bids, Srr:we or contend, and ( obſerve ) 
earneſtly for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints. Of which nature this may 


be, for any thing that doth yet appear. | 
Secondly, Your Charge is Separation, with a Separate Meeting in their pri- 
vate Houfes, and this ſeems to be the principal of all you ſay againſt them, 
and yet there doth not appear any evil in all this, ſimply conſidered, for 
having Meetings in their Private Houſes cannot be evil, except others that ſo 
meet elſewhere are evil ; and if the Meeting be not evil, the ſeparation from 
the Publick Houſe cannot be evil, becauſe they cannot ſo meet but there muſt 
de a ſeparation 3 beſides, two Meetings are alowed diſtinct elſewhere ; thus 
according to the Letter of this great Charge there appears no evil fixed; 
| therefore, to Judge thoſe things in the Name of God, doth not appear to be 
any Teſtimony for the Truth. But leaſt you, or any ſhould ſay, that this is 
evaſive, we are very willing to confider the Cauſes of thoſe things which you 
have omitted, for Separation is but an effect ; now every Effect has a Cauſe, 
neither doth any Cauſe come bur the effect will follow ; whereupon ſeeing 
that you have neither conſidered effects as they lay imbodyed in their Cauſes, 
that fo the evil portended might have been prevented, nor yet the Cauſe, 
when the effect is manifeſt and apparent, to ſer aſide Chriſtianity, ic doth not 
appear that you have aCted the part of prudent Statiſts, nor of wiſe Phyſitians, 
according to that known Maxim, Take away the Cauſe, and the Effett ceaſeth : 
for placing your Judgment upon the Effect without due conſideration to the 
Cauſe, is more like to foment and animate Diviſion, than reſtore the Path of 
Peace and Truth,to dwell in, with reſpect to our Diſcipline.But to proceed ; if 
this Separation, or Separate-Meeting be evil, then there muſt be a Cauſe, or 
Cauſes found out to make it evil ; and that in general muſt either be, by ſepa- 
rating from ſome thing that is more than accidentally good, or by joyning to 
ſome thing that is evil z ifthe latter, then ir muſt be manifeſt in DoQtrine, 
or in PraCtice ; but it ſeems there is nothing here againſt them, for not the 
leaſt is objefted ; ſo that we conceive the Charge lyech not here, nothing of 
Innovation being found amongſt them, with reſpect to the Principle of Truth 
or antient Practiſes amongſt Friends, concurrentthereto. Thercfore if it be 
evil, it muſt be by ſeparating from ſome.hing that is good ; and what that 
js let us ſeriouſly enquire ; for a Separation from the Publick Meeting-houſe 
in York, ch:rged, cannot be i:, feeing we all acknowledge no more Sacred- 
neſs or inherent Holineſs in one place than in another, nor can it be by fepa- 
rating from that People that meet there, except they, as profeſſing this or 
that thing, and paled in with this or that Rule in Matter of Diſcipline, are 
that Church of God which is the Ground and Pillar of Eruth : but this we 
| COncelve 
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conecive as improbable for them to evince, as it hath been for others to do jt 
before them ;, nay, we conceive, ſuch as ſnall undertake it, in effect ſay, They 
bear the Root + when the Root is to bear them. Whereupon it ſtill follows, 
that they, though ſeparate from you, may. {till be of that Univerſal Church of 
God as weli as you : thercfore you had necd have a care hew you abate your 
Charity. 

But A would come to an iſſue wich you, by coming to the merit of the br- 
fineſs and ſubſtance of what can be alledged as evil ; and that is, while you 
and they profeſs that Truth, which if truely taken heed to, will bring to the 
Knowledge of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, which being Life Eternal, the 
'Summe and Subſtance of all Religion, a Separation from you may be of evil 
conſequence ; for it may ſtdgger the Weak, hinder ſome from looking after 
Truth, as alſo open the Mouths of Gainſayers, to ſpeak againſt the Truth , 
and this we think is the ſum, and do confeſs, if no occaſion be given by 
you, no righteous defence can be made, that we know of for a'Separatior. 
from you ; but if occaſion that is juſt be given by you, then will you be juſtly 
chargeable with the evil that ſucceeds, and a Separation from you will be no 
Separation from the Truth, becauſe the Truth is univerſal, which you are 
not. But they alledge divers occaſions of Offence ; thus you ſee effefts mult 
be traced to their Cauſes, in order to a fair procedure, & therefore the Caules 
of Difference ſhould have been conſidered in the Meeting before the Judgment 
had been paſſed : from hence it appears alſo, you could never have done your 
ſelves greater Juſtice, nor the Trath greater Service than when 1t was offered 
to the Meeting to conſider the Cauſes, fairly to have debated that Matter, 
that ſo the faithful ro God might have underſtood it ; for we conceive, all 
that ſubſcribed are judged Faichful, and yet ſome of thoſe are diſſatisfied with 
the Order about Marriage, as well as thoſe that are Judged. Now, a fair 
Debare, if true,might havereCtified their Miſtakes 3 by which your Teſtimony 
by your ſubſcription,might have been uniformwithreſpeCct to the Truth, which 
cow itis not:thus what good can be GOT to ſucceed when every like pro- 
Gyceth but its like, Much might be ſaid, but we ſhall be as conciſe, and pro- 
c-ed with as much brevity as we can; we grant they do alledge ſeveral Cauſes 
of Offence ; we ſhall only conſider, or ſtand upon at this time this about Mar- 
x1age, it being, or ar leaſt appearing the principal of all, by bringing thoſe 
preſent Differences firſt upon the publick Stage; for if your Judgment be 
wrong there, it is wrong in all ; for what 1s faid to be done in the Name of 
God is wholly right, or wholly wrong, for no Linſey-Wolſey Garment can 
be worn there : well then, this Order 1s either good or evil; if evil, you 
nuſt grant it ought to be teſtified againſt ; and ſuch as ſo teſtife cannot, or 
ought not to be ſaid to bein the Sirife that 13 evil 5 well, it 1s evil to them 
thicjudegc it evil; bat many, or at leaſt, ſome of the Subſcribers do Judge it 
ev, therefore it is evil to them ; and to ſuch we ſay, ſeeing you are one 
with thoſe in believing It evil, you muſt be one, according to Truth, with 
them ia bunting witnels againſt that evil, 
| | Thcn 
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Tien how could you condemn that Paper wholly which did bear witneſs 
againſt chis thing, but conJema your ſelves ; for tho you might ſuppoſe ſome- 
thing wrong in ir, yet not diſtinguiſhing betwixt right & wrong, condemning 
all rogether, has made yonrJudgm?nt wholly wrong; for there is no Errour in 
the Truth, nor conſequently in true Judgment ; but there is errour in your 
Fudgmeur, as above, therefore it cannot be true - and thus into a Dilemma 
you are brought, out of which you cannot extricate your ſelves but by retract- 
ing your former errour ; and thus the Judgment palſed, at leaſt, fo far as you 
are concerned, mult be invalled. But if you ſhall objeQt, Though this Caje of 
Aarriages be Cauſe of Offence, yet it is not a ſufficient ground for a Separation. 
Much might be ſaid to this, but we ſhall only fay at this time, that it is hap- 
der for you to judge that this isnot a ſufficient ground, than it is, that no Ot- 
fence ſhould be given : and therefore if your Judgment had been rightly pla- 
ced, it ſhould have been to have removed the offence. But now to ſuch as ve- 
lieve the Order fs good ( ifany fact) and therefore ought to be practiſed ; 
tet ſuch conſider, if true (as we are ſatisfied i is not ) yet the manner of pnt- 
Ling it in pratice might make it evil, or of evil conſequence ; for though we 
may grant that the Church has power to deal with ſuch as diſcent from her in 
ſuch Principles or Practices as.they have been gathered into profeſſion of by: 
Convictions &c. Yet we hope we may deny, that any Afembly of Men, tho. 
they may call themſelves 2 Church, have power to make, ordain, or conſtitute: 
any Order or Rule de nova, that can, ſhall, or ought in the Church to be con- 
cluding beyond the Conviction or Concurrence of others; if ſo, then where 
the concurrence of others cannot be had, there ought, according to the'Goſ- 
pel Order, to be a waiting on ſuch till Conviction ; for the ſame way that ga- 
thered us tobe a People mult preſerve us in the Unity of that Spirit to which 
at firſt we were gathered : whereupou it follows, itthe thing were true, yet- 
we ought not. to be preſſed or Impoſed upon beyond Chriſtian Freedom, for 
that breaks the Unity of Spirit, which ſhould he preterved where the end is. 
one, though the apprehenſion, and conſequently the praCtice may in ſome ſorr 
be different ; for the Unity of the Spirit, whtch ſhould be kept in the Bond of- 
Peace, ſtandeth not always in an Outward Conformuy, as ſome cvilly proſe- 
cute, and others as weakly condeſcend ; as in the Inſtances of thoſe that could 
cat fleſh, and could not; and of thoſe that eſteemed every day alike,and others 
one day above another ; for if we mult believe becauſe others fay it, and nct 
becauſe we our ſelves know it is trne, where 1s our Chriſtian Freedom and 
Liberty which we ought to have, to chufe the Good, or refuſe the Evil ? Nay, 
further, if according to Truth we cannot, or ought not to conform ayainſt 
ConviRtion, and yet becauſe we diſcent, are judged unfaithful, and criminated 
with being for a fleſhly Liberty, and of a wrong Spirit, as ſome late Writings: 
apparently declare : Is not this Impokion in the Superlative degree, with 
rejpett to the Power of the Impoſer : and if we conform for fear of the Judg- 
ment, is it not Blind Obedience, Implicit Faith, or worſe; and are not all thoſe 
things exploded as Anticbriſtian ? N rg conlider. the Matters ſeriouſly, _ 
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| C10)) 
ee if this be'not our Caſe; for do but honeſtly trace eſf:Cts unto their Cauſe, 
and it will plainly appear, that the bringing in of noval things, and preſſing 
them beyond the Freedom of others, 1s the real Cauſe of our Milerics : fo thar 
the Judgment pailed 15 not only-egainlt the Goſpel Order, but againſt Common 
Reaſon, for thoſe that have given-the occaſion are the Judpes thereof ; and, 
to ſay no more, the F«udgment mult be -1avalled. Bur let us conſider this Caſe 
bout Marriage alictle further : grant that you believe it good, and that we 
Helieve It evil, and that ic will be of evi! conſequence; here we are oppoſite z 
from hence comes difference no difterence ought to be, yet it cannot be end- 
ed but by giving way of one fide; whether this is to be Tow or Vs, we deſire 
all Righteous Men may judge - for though ſome, at firſt look, might think that 
' our Condiſcention might be for good ; namely, to reſtore the Unicy, which 
we confeſs would be excellent, 1 truly reſtored, nothing being more lovely 
than Concord and Unity amongſt Brethren ; yet we hope upon mature confi- 
deration, ſuch as are Conſcientious and Judicious will ſee that this 1s not the 
way for us to ſubmit againſt Knowledge to what we believe is evil ; for tho 
that might bring an outward Conformity, yet it could neverreſtore the true 
Unity, for that ſtands in the true Spirit, out of which evil is;but to violate our 
Conſcience, is to do eyil ; and though for a good end, yet all muſt grant, evil 
is not to be done that good may come thereon. Now though you believe 
It good, yet we hope you will not ſay,that it1s poſitively good ; and then ſee- 
ing it is not of any Divine Authority,but of your own bringing forth, we muſt 
needs affirm, that ir is more agreable to Reaſon, Truth, and Goſpel Order, 
for you to omit the doing of a good thing, for a good end, as this might be, 
than for us to receive a thing that is evil. Thus we ſay Condi/cention lyeth 
on your fide,and we conceive this is ſo obvious-as we need not inlarge upon it ; 
for if you grant we are conſcientious, you muſt be concluded if you deny it, 
and judge that our Oppoſition 1s not matter of Conſcience, but ſiniſter ends, 
then we muſt needs ſay, that will b2 great Uncharity, the effes of which will 
be extreamly evil. for that will fix a Gulf berwixt Tox and Vs, fo that we can- 
not come at Yox, nor Tos at Vs; for you mult grant of this we ſhall be Judges, 
except you will conclude that we have-loſt, not only our ſenſe as Chri/t:ans, 
but alſo our Reaſon as Men , but knowing your miſtake here. we ſhall be con- 
firmed you were miſtaken in making that Order.which has given the occaſion 
and therefore conſider, as that gave the occahion, ſo this will eſtabliſh that 
difference becauſe ſuch will certainly know,they differ and ſeparate from ſuch 
as want the true Charity and Judgment of Chritt at the leaſt in this thing ; for 
if you had the latter, you would know our Innocency ; or if the former, we 
are ſure you would be kept ſo tender, as rather than you would ran a hazard 
to hurt the }/hear you would ſuffer the Tayes to grow till the time of the Har- 
veſt, Thus we deſire all to conſider, that the want of Charity will be of dread- 
ful conſequence : and notwithſtanding all this, our thoughts are not ſo low 
concerning you ; for though we are ſure you are miſtaken, yet we believe you 
might intend well ; and if 1t were not for thts Carry, we ſhould not walte on 
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yon, nor write unto you after this manner that we ds ; and though we do-af- 
firm that Condiſcention Jy«th on your parc, yet we do nat know that thereby 
we abate you of any Priviledge that belongs to you as Men or Chriſtians. For 
if you have a mind to ſtay a year, or more before you Marry, we ſhall be con- 
tent ; nay, if you ſhould judge it your duty to adviſe or cauticn others ſo tov 
.do, we ſhould not be cftended, provided you kept in the-ttue Charity wi.h 
juch as could not take your Advice : nay further, if you judge your Reaſon 
for it better than ours again(t it, we ſhould be willing that they ſhould be fair- 
ly ſtated together, an4 ſolett to the Witneſs of God to decide the Conrrowver- 
{y - and an the rmterim, why our Judgment againſt its being a univerſal and 
poſitive limit, ſhould not be as valled to Jay ir aſide 1n that reſpect, as yours to 
{et or keep it on foot, we cannot tell i for we mult nceds ſay, we do not know 

f any true Power that you have over us, that we may, or ought not to have 
over you : for if any ſhall alledge, that you are the greatcr number, and there- 
fore we ought to be concluded : we fay,this is a Queſtion; but ſhould we grant 
it,the greater numbers concluſion again(t Truth are no more concluding than 

theleſler ; and what is again{t our knowledge or belicf while we ſo believe, 
with reſpect to us,lsagainſt Truth; and it will be as clic for you to ſtop the 
Sn in its Courſe, as keep or reſtore the true Unity this way : if any ſhall plead 


Church Authority in the caſe, though we ſhall giant that the Authority ofthe , 


True Church is venerable, becauſe her Determinations, as conform to the 
Truth and the Witneſs of God,in which her Power ſtands according to every 
occaſion ; yet becauſe Church Authority has heretofore been urged to juſtifie 
2s baſe ends as any Authority under Heaven ; therefore we {iy it is jult to en- 
quire from whence that Authority ſprings that would conclude us, not only 
againſt Conviction, but alſo againſt Knowledge ; for if true, we are ture it will 
abide the Tryal willingly, and like pure Gold, looſe nothing by it; and if 
not true, it is not only time to queſtion it, but to redreſs it. "Therefore to 
proceed, either the Whole is a Church, or there are as many Churches as di- 
tin Socretzes ; if the firſt, then all are Brethren or Members, in which there 
. ſhould be no Lordſhip, nor Dominion exerciſed over Conſcience, knowing, Who 
( ſaid he) char will be the greateſt, let hi be as him that jerveth : if the latter, 
ct thoſe have no Dominion over one another that we know of : but if it ſhall 
be alledged, that this Power comes from the Quarterly-Meering ; for this At 
about Marriage being Founded there, and that 2ſecting the Repreſentative 
of the Whole,the Whole are concluded ; though we might object, ic was not 
freely concluded at that Acering;yet ſuppoſe it had,we conceive, to take ſuch 
power to that Meeting, is both againſt Reaſon and Truth ; againſt Reaſon, 
becauſe that Meecing hath no ſuch Power inveſted or inherent in it by virtue 
of its Conſti:ution., Secondly, Nor ever ſince were the Members thereof in- 
duced with ſuch a Legiſlative Power ; then to arrogate ſuch a Power to it as is 
neither in it by virtue of its Conſtitution, nor given to it ſince, muſt needs be 
againſt Reaſon, and this without any Reflection to the true end and Service of 
that Zeertins, It is againſt T7ath alſo; for if that Aſeermms be a Church, and 
| | That 
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that Church imporcs a Chriſiian Afen.bly, her Acts muſt be Uniform with 
pure Chrift:anity, then ſhe mnſt do as ſhe would be done unto ; but ſhe woul 
0t bz impoſed upon, therefore ſhe is not to intrench upon others ; conſe- 
quently ſhe.has ro Authority, neither from Reafox nor the Truth, to make 2ny 
At or Rile that ſhall be concluding beyond the Freedom of her Chrijtiax 
Friends and Brethren. For if ſuch a Mccting be more honourable, and have 
more Authority 1: is becauſe ſhe has more 7ruth ;* and if her Determinations 
be more concluding, it mult be becauſe they are more convincing ; whereup= 
0n it tollows, ſt2 may adviſc, caution, or commend, but not command, with- 
out a Commandment from the Lord ; the firſt renders her Chriſtian ; the lat- 
ter, (except qualified as above). out of the Goſpel Order ; if not conceited, as 
conceiving, becauſe ſuch a Meeting ſhe is infallible, and therefore her Power 
n9controulable : hut it is plain ſhe may err, if ſhe keep not to the unerrable 
Spirit - and if ſhe hid not erred, yet becauſe theres a-poſhibility ſhe may, it 
tollows, feceing the [ruth 1s one in all, in Nature or Quality, though not in 
Qu2ntity, that it 1s the Du: y of all under the Government of Chriſt, which is 
ro go enil way, to mind that what they receive be Conformto the Truth , for 
elſe, admit of one Errour, anda thouſand may follow. From hence it ap- 
cars that any one, or more, by the Authority of Truth, may queſtion any 
Act of Quarterly-MMceting, or any other Meeting within the Confines of our 
Community ;, for ( obſerve) otherwiſe the Form is conſtituted and ſet above 
the Power z and take notice,when this comes to paſs,that an Inquiry,as above, 
cannot be born for Sz1t-ſake, or the Form ſake, or both, DiſlatisfaCttion, and 

conſequently, Diviſion muſt ſucceed  an:! the Reaſon 1s, becauſe the Devil is 
gotten into the Likeneſs of Truth. Frem what has been ſaid, we conceive it 
appears, that no Aſſ:mbly of Mzn, though tiey may call themſelves a Church, 

tave any Power from the Truth, or Goſpel Order, to bring any thing into the Church de.novg,. 
that ſhall or-ought to be concluding beyond their Brethrens Freedoms : then where the con- 

currence of othess is not firlt had, there ought to be & waiting upon ſich titl Conviction ; if 
the thing propoſed were true tor other Methods, raze the very Foundation of our Govern - 

ment with reſpect to Truth and Righteouſnefs. ; but other Methods have been uſed.as is plain 

in the cafe of Marriage ; which though we do approve of the Month/y Meetings Authority inthe 

Caſe of Marriage as uſually, being guide and governed by the Spirit of Truth ; yet we are a- 

gainſt this poſitive Limir, yet ſhall forbear our particular Reaſons againſt it and other things 

at this time, becauſe we more defirc to find out the Cauſe of our Differences, that it might be 

£zken away, inorder to Reconciliationand Peace, then a Juſtification of the Difference which 

has been principally amongſt us as abore, by bringing this Caſe of Marriage into the Church, 

and preffing it againſt the Freedoms of others, ſo long till many are difſatisfied,and ſome ſepa- 

rate, aſhgaing this for a ground or Cauſe. Now thoſe that have given this Occaſion, have laid 

ee ground tor DiſlatisfaCtion,.and conſequently for Divition, & therefore are chargeable juſt- 

ly with the evil that ſucceds. From hence it follows alſo, that that Sentence paſſ-d as above by 

{ich as have given the occaſion is inralled toall intents and Purpoſes ; that is good, correſpon« 

tent with the Truth or Golpel Order; & this further we-hope to illuitrate,ifany ſhall confront , 

ea. Inthe interim we defire that all may truly conſider what 1s here writ,tor we can honeſtly ſay, 

t: is notfor Conteation, but purely matter of Conſcience, wherein we truly ſeck the Propriety 

of Zion,& Wellfare of Ferufalem : & tho we put not our Name unto it, it is not that we are ei- 

eter afraid, or conſcious of any evul, but really for good, that what is propoſed or aflerted may 

taved ie weight upoa their Minds that reads, without being either over or underyallued for 

their ſakes that writ it, And thus itr the Trith we can bidall Farewel. 


_ — 


LH = >» a 


; - Pres FN ge * = : 
HOES 9% Er a AAAS tu bet ok Re 


